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GREETINGS, FRIENDS OF
EAST SIDE LEARNING CENTER

As a long-term employee of ESLC, and now, as the Executive Director with the limited tenure of a mere two
months, my review of the information enclosed tells me the East Side Learning Center is coming through
strong after COVID—its impacts on tutoring methods, the insecurity it has caused tutors, and our young
student readers falling behind. As we braved these trials, never did the East Side Learning Center lose sight
of its mission: "to unlock each child’s potential through the foundation of reading."

The East Side Learning Center is populated with "givers" and "doers", whose faithfulness brings us to a
time of potential growth and a positive vision serving even more kindergarten through grade three readers
who are powered by a desire to read and take that power in their life as adult citizens.

To the "givers," a sincere thank you for your generosity through these uncertain times. Our partnerships
with the School Sisters of Notre Dame, AARP Foundation Experience Corps, and AmeriCorps have held our
financial foundations steady. Multiple foundations and corporations placed their dollars with ESLC
knowing that a mission to support lifelong readers can only have positive outcomes. Individual "givers"
placed their faith in ESLC, and those "givers" are showing signs of an even deeper commitment. All good
news!

To the "doers," you make the mission come alive. For the “doers” who tutor in-person—in any Minnesota
weather: cold, snow, rain or heat—you get out and head to your school site to tutor because you are
committed to that child becoming a fluent reader. The “doers” who tutor virtually—you endure many
technical challenges and yet, your commitment to the children is what matters. Your belief in each child’s
potential and your dedication to building their reading success is the gift of a lifetime. | cannot overstate
the value of the "doers." The ESLC staff, Board, and "givers" know that our mission depends on you for
delivery. My admiration and appreciation for the "doers" grows each day | am with the organization.

Learning to read is invaluable. No one can take it from you, and it powers us for our lifetime. | am reminded
of the time | met with a group of potential volunteers. | had shared a story about my father reading to us
every night when we were kids, and a senior gentleman in the front row proceeded to tell me that his wife
reads to him each night as they prepare to close their day. Reading is a power for a lifetime.

We encourage you to read the report, celebrate your part in the successes described, and celebrate the
power of "unlocking each child’s potential through the foundation of reading."

Peace and all good things,

M\aﬂfa’o"%p/ o, Cheagh Narie Hagma

Mary J. Fritz Sister Cheryl Marie Wagner, SSND
Executive Director Chair, Board of Directors
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THE POWER OF
MISSION

ESLC envisions a community where “all children read with pride and joy to become life-long
learners.” The mission, “unlocking each child’'s potential through the foundation of reading,”
empowers children to be successful in school, graduate, and become thriving members of
our community. Since 2001, ESLC has been supporting our community’s most vulnerable
children--those facing barriers to education such as homelessness, poverty, trauma,
disabilities, and racial bias. Our literacy tutoring model is a strength-based approach
characterized by its relationship-first, individualized approach and partnerships with
families, schools, and the community.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR YEAR

The students in our Summer Literacy, Science and
Art camp program were excited to explore literacy
in new and creative ways. They participated in
science and engineering challenges, explored story
telling through dance, and planned and performed a

play!

ESLC was honored to gather our

% community of readers, families,
volunteers, board members and staff for
a spectacular celebration of the 2021-
2022 school year!
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THE POWER OF OUR
LEARNERS

171 Students

&% 140 Families

\EQ]’ 4,759 Hours of Tutoring Multiracial

White 3%

100%

75%

50%

Black or African American
62.4%

25%

0%
English Language Learner Free/Reduced Lunch
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THE POWER OF
GROWTH

1st Grade
e 97% know 26 upper and lower case letter names; 45% know 33 letter sounds; 91% made
progress on high frequency word acquisition.
e 32% met benchmark for fluency and/or accuracy
e 37% made accelerated growth in fluency and/or accuracy*

*Based on expected fluency growth, % expected fluency growth, expected accuracy growth, and/or % expected accuracy
growth.

’

| worked with SE Asian refugee students and | learned so
much about their culture and history and really
appreciated how remarkable these students are given the
tremendous obstacles their families have overcome. It
brought me great joy to witness their progress over the
year, as | really want to see them become successful role
models for future generations.

-Volunteer Literacy Mentor
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INVESTORS IN THE
POWER OF READING

Volunteers

Thank you for believing in the power of reading!
89 volunteer tutors donated 14,577 hours as literacy mentors for ESLC’s in-person, virtual and
summer programming. The value of invested time was $416,027.00.

Board of Directors 2021-2022

Sang Tran, Chair Stanley Brown, Ed.D.

Dean Andrew, Past Chair Kristina Krulle

Kathleen (Kathy) Jorgensen, Vice Chair Jennifer Satini, J.D.

Vince Arnoldi, Vice Chair Robert D. Temple

Tambri Lawless, Treasurer Cheryl Marie Wagner, SSND

Liz Wynne, Secretary

Staff 2021-2022

Mari Urness Pokornowski, Executive Director

Paul Simone, Compliance Officer, Interim Executive Director
Alyssa Hamel, Program Manager

Erin Simon, Director of Programs, Training and Operations
Kymberly Miller, Family Engagement Liaison/Program Manager
Shoua Khang, Volunteer Coordinator

Suzanne Al-Kayali, Development and Operations Associate

In-kind and Program Partners

Thank you to all the donors who made in-kind contributions! Thank you everyone who contributed
books and materials, expertise, and services enabling ESLC to continue to empower children to
succeed.

AARP Foundation Experience Corps Opportunity Saint Paul of Interaction Faith Network
Red Line Editorial Page Education Foundation

America Reads of the University of Minnesota  Saint Paul Music Academy

Chelsea Heights Elementary School Saint Paul Public School District

Higher Ground Academy School Sisters of Notre Dame

John A. Johnson Achievement Plus Elementary ~ Wilder Achievement Plus

Liberty Plaza
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Thank you to ESLC's 2021-2022 Supporters!
Donors who made tax-deductible contributions to East Side Learning Center from July 1, 2021 to
June 30, 2022 are listed below. East Side Learning Center recognizes that gifts of any size and
type are generously contributing to children having access to the power of reading! Thank you to

those who donated anonymously; you gave over $2,800 toward enriching a child’s life.

Foundations & Organizations

AARP Foundation Experience Corps

Athwin Foundation

Believe in Reading Foundation
Casey Albert T. O'Neil Foundation
Charity Incorporated

Dollar General Literacy Foundation

Ecolab Foundation
F. R. Bigelow Foundation

Governor’'s Emergency Education Relief Grant — MN Department of Education

Hardenbergh Foundation

Linda A. Reese Memorial Foundation of The Saint Paul Foundation

March Family Foundation

School Sisters of Notre Dame Central Pacific Province
Sisters of St. Joseph Carondelet Ministries Foundation

The Richard M. Schulze Foundation

The Saint Paul Foundation
The Stablish Foundation

Individual Supporters
Alexander Bohan

Alfred Colling

Angel Carradus

Benjamin Jarvis

Bonita Barnak

Brenda Butler

Bryan & Nadine Huisman
Caitlin Peterson

Carl Conney

Carol Conrad

Carolyn Verret

Catherine Grimes

Cathryn O'Donnell

Cathy Croghan & Kathy Robbins
Charles & Mary Jungmann

Charlie Engasser
Christine Sheetz

Clyde Nelson

David Bradshaw
Debra Holmgren
Delores Dinzeo

Dick & Regina McCarthy
Don & Pat Garofalo
Donna & Mark Gregory
Dr. Chris Hughes
Elizabeth Kane
Elizabeth Lindeke
Emmy Leone

Erin Simon

Gary Thompson
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Gloria & Bruce Soma
Gregory & Patricia Wise
Heather Dotzauer
Helen Liz Wynne
James Flink

Jane Clappier

Jennifer Kamarainen & Aaron Nunberg

Jennifer Santini

Jill & David Romans
Jill Warren

John Kohring

Joyce Herzog Vavoulis & Anthony

Vavoulis
Karen Milton
Karen Neitzel




Individual Supporters Continued
Karyn Minar & Gary Jorgensen
Kathleen Jesme

Kathleen Jorgensen

Kathryn Francy-Payton
Kenneth Wagner

Kofi & Amy Bruce

Lauren Sutherland

Laurie Kruempel

Lois Charboneau

Lorinda Fraboni Schlauderaff
Marcus Gores

Mari Estey

Mariellyn & Mike Kuske
Mark & Bonnie Genereux
Mark Ceilley

Marlene Johnson

Mary Beth Crowley

Mary Cullen McKeown

Mary Furman

Mary Koltz

Mary Noble

Mary Zadach

Megan Murphy & Douglas Carnival
Melissa Meinke Krueger
Michelle Krier

Mike & Kathy Hopkins

Mike O'Keefe

Ms. Engels & Mr. Medland
Nancy Higgins

Pam & Andy Pervenanze
Patricia Gohla

Peggy Cihlar

Peter Redmond

Philip & Carolyn Kostolnik
Rachel Drake

Rebecca Nordstrom

Rev. Anthony Dinzeo

Robert & Julie Sellars
Robert & Sharon McPherson
Robert Burkhardt

Robin Bellamy

Robyn Hansen

Roger Betz

Ruth & Roy Holm

Ruth Nicolai

Samantha Jorgensen & Niranjan Murali
Sandra Smith

Sara Harvey-Christensen
Shawne & Michael Monahan
Shayla Sjolander

Sherri Nelson

Sr. Audrey Lindenfelser, SSND
Sr. Joan Andert, SSND

Sr. Marjorie Rosenau SSND
Stan Suchta

Stephen & Noreen Thompson
Sue Colten & James Colton
Sue Eichler

Susan Lynch Vento

Susan Olson

Susan Rasmussen

Susan Stabile & David Drueding
Tim Kramer

Todd Jones

Tom and Patti Keyes

Triniti Thao

Tripp & Viola Ryder

Vince Arnoldi

Wayne & Nora Lee Hornicek

Honor & Memorials
Gifts were made in memory or in honor of the following individuals.

Carol Hogan-O'Keefe
Chris and Lon Flippo
Dean Andrew

Kathleen Jorgensen
Kathleen Jorgensen and Emma Jorgensen
Lois Charboneau

Mary Riehle

Peg Sjolander

Sr. Cheryl Marie Wagner
Sr. Sharon White

Sr. Audrey Lindenfelser
Sr. Thomasin

We strive to maintain an accurate and complete donor list. Please
forward comments and corrections to admin@eslc.org. Our apologies
for any omissions or errors in presenting our FY21-22 donors.
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FINANCIALS

INCOME

Individuals Program Fees
$43,494 $8,346
4% 1%

In-Kind
Contributions
$132,499
14%

Foundation/Corporations/Government Contributions
$790,533
81%

EXPENSES

Management & General
$201,342
25%

Program
$598,827
75%

ASSETS

Cash and Cash Equivalents $633,010
Contributions Receivable $101,000
Accounts Receivable $8,346
Prepaid Expenses $2,159
Investments $39,840
Grants Receivable $78,015
TOTAL ASSETS $862,370
LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Accounts Payable $1,619

Accrued Salary $3,230

Total Current Liabilities $4,849

TOTAL LIABILITIES $4,849

NET ASSETS

Without Donor Restrictions $757,521

With Donor Restrictions $100,000
TOTAL NET ASSETS $857,521
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9 East Side Learning Center

P.0. Box 6703, Saint Paul, MN 55106

®
C

Telephone
651-758-0660

Website

www.eastsidelearningcenter.org

East Side Learning Center is an educational partnership with the School Sisters of
Notre Dame and proud host of AARP Foundation Experience Corps

-AARP Foundation @ %

. School Sisters .
Experience Corps 5 Notre Dame AmeriCorps

EAST SIDE LEARNING CENTER
Annual Report 2021-2022




