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““Where there is a will, there is a way.”

“Belief is Everything” encapsulates the working mindset and motivation of the East Side Learning
Center throughout the 2022-23 year. One’s own mindset influences success in life whether the
desired outcome is riding a bicycle, running a marathon, or learning to read. East Side Learning
Center volunteer tutors/mentors have exhibited a ‘you can do this’ attitude with the children they
tutor one-on-one in reading. 

Recent documented evidence indicates that 95% of children can learn to read with appropriate
systematic instruction. Although 67% of Minnesota students currently fail to meet benchmarks by
the end of Grade 3, school systems and teaching staff are determined to meet this challenge. East
Side Learning Center served student readers Grade K-3 in four schools throughout 2022-23. The
experience of this past year identified core needs in the areas of reading curriculum and education
practices. Moving forward, the East Side Learning Center methodology will focus on mastery for
the pre-reader, and fluency and comprehension for the reader. 

East Side Learning supports pre-readers with a focus on the foundation of letters, sounds, and
early sight word knowledge. Research clearly indicates that a stable foundation in these reading
building blocks will place pre-readers on a central path to becoming a fluent, comprehending
reader. East Side Learning Center student documentation for pre-readers at the close of the past
school year is fabulous: 100% of all K students knew letter names and 86% knew letter sounds.
Ready for First Grade! 

East Side Learning Center readers focus on fluency, vocabulary development, and comprehension.
Sixty percent of our Grades 1-3 student population are dual language learners who need vocabulary
expansion into English, and an opportunity to verbally engage with a tutor/mentor about the
content of the reading passage. Sixty-eight percent of Grade 3 children who were tutored this past
year met their fluency benchmark. Excellent outcome! “Where there is a will, there is a way”…East
Side Learning Center staff and volunteer tutors/mentors have the will to succeed with children who
want to learn to read, and are committed to finding the way together. 

Chinese Proverb: “If you are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are planning for a decade, plant
trees; if you a planning for a lifetime, educate people.”

Peace and all good things,

Mary J. Fritz
Executive Director

Sister Cheryl Marie Wagner, SSND
Chair, Board of Directors

3
EAST SIDE LEARNING CENTER

Annual Report 2022-2023



OUR MISSION
ESLC envisions a community where “all

children read with pride and joy to become
life-long learners.”

 The mission, “unlocking each child’s
potential through the foundation of reading,”

aims to provide children with the skills 
needed to be successful in school, graduate,

and fulfill their potential as members of
society.
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187
STUDENTS

OF ONE-TO-ONE
LITERACY TUTORING

RECEIVED

5,321
HOURS

105
VOLUNTEERS

OF LITERACY
TUTORING &

RELATIONSHIP
BUILDING ACTIVITIES

CONTRIBUTED

15,109
HOURS
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African-American Students
50%

Asian Students
29%

White/Caucasian Students
16%

Kindergarten
100% of students met Benchmark and made growth for letter names 
86% of students met Benchmark and 93% of students made growth for letter sounds
21% of students met Benchmark and 93% of students made growth for high-frequency
word indentification

1st Grade
14% of students met Benchmark for fluency and/or accuracy
18% of students made Accelerated Growth in fluency and/or accuracy
These are the students who had no in person preschool or Kindergarten
experience due to the Covid Epidemic.  

61% of students met Benchmark for fluency and/or accuracy
48% of students made Accelerated Growth in fluency and/or
accuracy

2nd Grade

68% of students met Benchmark for fluency and/or accuracy
57% of students made Accelerated Growth in fluency and/or
accuracy

3rd Grade

 BENCHMARK: Student meets Grade Level Reading Expectations 
 ACCLERATED GROWTH: Student is Growing Faster than expected for their Grade Level 
 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED

African-American
Students

Asian Students

White/Caucasian
Students

Hispanic Students

Multi-Racial Students

50%

29%

16%

3%

2%
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Adaire Lassonde
Alexander Bohan

Alfred Colling
Angel Carradus

Anita Russo
Anna Bjorkstrand

Audrey Lindenfelser
Benjamin Jarvis

Bill Horne & Jan Haugland
Brain and Shelly Murray

Brenda Butler
Bridget Meyer Arms

Bryan & Nadine Huisman
Carl Conney

Carolyn Verret
Carrie Leisch

Catherine Grimes
Cathy Croghan & Kathy

Robbins
Charles & Mary

Jungmann
Chuck & Renee Gebeke

Cindy Mullan
Clyde Nelson

Daniel & Patricia
Blaskowski

Dean Andrew
Debbie & Andy Lee

Debra Holmgren
Deepa Nirmal

Don & Pat Garofalo
Don Draayer
Dorothy Inde

Flavia Fresonke
Fred A Kueppers

Gloria & Bruce Soma
Helen Liz Wynne
Holly Jacobson

Irma Sherer
James Flink

Jane Clappier
Janelle Rohr

Jennifer Kamarainen & Aaron Nunberg
Jennifer Ryan

Jill & David Romans
Jill Warren

Joanne & David Backlund
John Kohring

Joyce Herzog Vavoulis & Anthony
Vavoulis

Karen S. Meyer
Karen Steiner

Kathleen Jorgensen
Kathryn Francy-Payton
Kenneth & Jean Ehling

Kenneth Wagner
Kevin Botoon

Kofi & Amy Bruce
Laura A. Lindholm
Lauren Sutherland

Leon & Patricia Grahn
Linda Wilson
Lynae Mach

Mariellyn & Mike Kuske
Mark & Bonnie Genereux

Mark & Jackie Nolan
Mark Ceilley
Mark Ceilley

Marlene Johnson
Mary Furman

Mary H. Ippoliti
Mary Hill

Mary Rhode
Mary Zadach

Melissa Meinke Krueger
Merilee Inman

Mr. Luke Widbin
Mrs. Margaret Lindlof

Ms. Engels & Mr. Medland
Nancy Higgins
Ottavio Savina

Pam & Andy Pervenanze
Peter Redmond
Rachel Drake

Raymond Gorski
Renata & Bruce France
Robert & Julie Sellars

Robert & Mary DeNardo
Robert & Sharon McPherson

Robin Bellamy
Robyn Hansen

Roger Betz
Samantha Jorgensen & Niranjan

Murali
Samantha Stanaway

Sandy Inserra
Scott & Kathleen Koester

Sherry Berry
Sir or Madam

Sr. Cathryn O'Donnell
Sr. Marjorie Rosenau SSND

Stan Suchta
Stephen & Kathryn Kemp

Stephen & Noreen Thompson
Steven Meyer

Sue Colten & James Colton
Sue Eichler

Susan Lynch Vento
Terence Borgerding

Tim Kramer
Todd Jones

Tripp & Viola Ryder
Vicki Oster

Wayne & Nora Lee Hornicek
William Donald & Karen Mackenzie

William Nordmark

Donors who made tax-deductible contributions to East Side Learning Center from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023 are listed
below. East Side Learning Center recognizes that gifts of any size and type are generously contributing to children having

access to The Power of Reading! 

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS

Thank you for supporting ESLC and giving children the power to read!

Thank you to those who donated over $2,100 anonymously. 
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HONORS & MEMORIALS

Thank you for supporting ESLC and giving children the power to read!

Gifts were made in memory or in honor of the following individuals

Lois Johnson
Marie DaBruzzi Savina

Mary Riehle
Sister Thomasin

Mary Meyer
Sue O’Donnell

Audrey Linenfelser SSND
Cheryl Marie Wagner

Dean Andrew

                            
AARP Foundation Experience Corps 

Athwin Foundation
Benjamin & Marion Bregi Foundation

C. H. Robinson Foundation
Casey Albert T. O'Neil Foundation

Charity Incorporated
Ciresi Walburn Foundation for Children

CLA Foundation-Employee Referred Only
Dollar General Literacy Foundation

Ecolab Foundation
Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation

Hardenbergh Foundation

Lunds & Byerlys Downtown St. Paul
March Family Foundation

Messerli Kramer Foundation
Mortenson Family Foundation

Otto Bremer Trust
School Sisters of Notre Dame Central Pacific

Province
The Gertrude R. Shiely Charitable Trust

The Richard M. Schulze Foundation
The Saint Paul Foundation

The Stablish Foundation-Sustaining Donation
Walser Foundation

FOUNDATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS

We strive to maintain an accurate and complete donor list.
Please forward comments and corrections to admin@eslc.org. 

Our apologies for any omissions or errors in presenting our
FY22-23 donors.
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FINANCIALS

Cash and Cash Equivalents $723,223

Contributions Receivable $45,000

Accounts Receivable $24,496

Prepaid Expenses $11,361

Grants Receivable $40,611

Operating Lease Right-Of-
Use Asset, Net

$28,078

TOTAL ASSETS $872,769

Assets

Accrued Personnel Costs $3,344

Short & Long-Term
Operating Lease Liabilites

$28,262

Total Liabilities $31,606

Net Assets

Without Donor Restrictions $796,163

With Donor Restrictions $45,000

TOTAL ASSETS $841,163

Liabilities & Net Assets

Income

Expenses

Foundations/Corporations/Government
Contributions: $615,164

65.3%

In-Kind
Contributions:

$249,519
26.5%

Individual:

$42,975

4.6%

Earned
Income:$24,497
2.6%

Other:
$9,400

1%

Management & General
23.6%

Program
76.4%
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It’s rewarding to watch a 
child conquer a new skill!

-ESLC Volunteer Tutor

“I didn’t know learning
could be fun!”

- Second grade student

“Now I believe I can
 learn to read!”

-First grade student

“School is so much
better now!”

-First grade student
“Today a reader,

tomorrow a
leader.”

-Margaret Fuller

“Reading is the skill that
makes all other learning

possible.”
-President Barack Obama

TEACH ONE CHILD TO READ, CHANGE A LIFE
TEACH MANY TO READ, CHANGE THE WORLD

East Side Learning Center
P.O. Box 6703, Saint Paul, MN 55106 

Website
www.eastsidelearningcenter.org

Telephone
651-758-0660
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